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| CONFESSION of FAITH, q 

‘more full Declaration of th? Faith and 

Judgement of ‘Baptized Beleevers. 4 


Decaf oned by the. inquiry of affedted and 


ritten by a a Preachiés of the 


of their miftake who have imagined a diffent in 


_ damentals where there isnone. 


Lo NDON, Printed in the 16, 6. 
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Amore full 


DECLARATION 


OF THE 
anfmer to every man that asketh you reafon of the 


FAITH and 
hope that tin you, With fear, 1 Pet. 3.1§ 


B Iris therefore our duty in meekneffe and love to give 
an anfwer to thofe godly perfons; which defire to be fully i iofoe- 
our judgement concerning Religion and the wayes of 
- out God: To thofe therefore that have exprefied a defire tobe 
{o informed, waren anfwet. Confeh 
Inia book la y reprinted, entituled, A a of 
Congregations or Churches of Christ. in London, & 
isa plain and fincere expreffion of our 
cherein fpoken of Articles: And 
ching forme particulars, wherein we feems, or are fuppoledy 
from fome others ; donot appeat cleerly enough in chat’ 


Baptized 


« ~ 3 


E ready dnayes , faith the Apoltle Peter, te give an 


ment in the things 


er 
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thenthe punifhment of man that finned, fhould not have diffcr- 


- Webeleeve that the eternity of the punihment of the veffels 


29. Habak. I. 13. James 14,15. Cor. 14.3 3+ 1 Toh. 4 


ft iscither to be rendred according to the laft Tranflation in the 


Ie 

beleeve chat the nifment dueto e4dam for his fir reo 
belbon, and due to all ime for their Gain Adem, and for al their 
Gos againtt the Law, was nota lying of the whole perfgn of © 
man in the duft, or grave, eternally without life or fenfe; for 


ed from the punifhment of the brute beaft that finned not. But 
the punifhment due to man, as aforefaid, was indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguifo and that eternall: And confe- 
quently the Redemption which we have by Chrilt from the carfe 
of the Law, isaRedemption from eternal mifery 2d corment: 
is we learn from thefe places of Scripture compared together; 


Rom. 2. 8,9. Jude 7. Gal. 3.13. Hebr. 9.12. 


of wrath, isan abfolute eternity , knowing no end; as welas the 


"eternity of the lite of the Saints: AZat. 25.46. This we main- — 
tain againft thofe that affirm shat all men foal be favedat the 


' Although all the power of the creature to at be from theCre- 
ator, and there is a providence of God always extended toeve- 
ry creature, and to every a(tion of the creature ; yet wee judge 
that the fintal corruption of the creature, and the finfulnefs of 


the creature's action ,is from the creature, and nst from Godsand 
that it isagreatfinto fay that God is the-author of fio: Eccle/, 


(2,16, As touching that-place which is here objeCted againft us, 
viz: Amos 3.6.Shal there be evil ia aCity We cnoceive that 
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powerful work of his Spiric : and that this ts (and 


on; yet through the goodnefs of God we know and preach 


margin; Shal ghtre be evil in af ity and foal not the Lord de fome- 
what?or elfe that it is to be undetftood only of the evil of punifh- 
ment, andnotof theeviloffir, © 


We teach that they only do, or can beleeve in Jefus Chrift, 6 
wkom it is given to beleeve in him by  {pecial, mee and 

( e)given 
to the Elect in the time appoinred of God for their eff-@tual cal- 
ling ; and to none but the Job.6 64;65. Philip. 1.29. 


Jerem. 31. 33, 34 Exek. 36.26. Rom.8. 29, 30. lob. 16, 26, 


This we hold againft thofe that do maintain a freewil and tuffi- 
tient ability in all men to belecve; and do deny EleCtion, 


Weaffirm ,that as J-fus Chrift never intended to give remiffi- 


on of fins and eternal life unto any but his (heep; (Job. 10. 15. 
Job. 17.2. Ephe/. §. 25326,27. 9.) fo thefe theep on- 


ly have their fins wathed away in che blood of Chrift ¢ The vet- 
fels of wrath, as they are none of Chrifts rris nor ever do be- 
feeve in him, fothey have not the blood of Chrift {prinkled up- 


‘on them, neither are partakers of him: and therefore have all 
their fins remaining upon them,end are nor faved by Chrift from 


any of chem under any confideration whatfoever ;° but inuft lie 


under the intolerable barthen of them eternally. The of 
this appears unto us by thelight of thefe Scriptures compared 


together Hebr. I 2.24. 1 Pet, I, 2. Hebr. 14, Math.7.23 


Epes. 6. 2 Tim. 1.9. lob, 8. 24. 


"Though fome of our oppofers do affirm, that by this do@trine ) 


we leave 00 Gofpel ro be preached to finners for their converfi- 


. 
4 
> 
4 
_* 
Us 
> 
4 
= 
‘ 
. 
| 
‘ee 
J 
4 4 
> 
> 
a 


Ganers this precious Gofpel ; God fo loved the World,( chat is,hath 
been fo oe comankind) shat be gave his only begotten Son, 
shat whofoever beleeveth in him, foould not but have ever. 
lasting life Joh. 3.16. and chis faithful faying, worthy of all 
acceptation,7 bat Ie/zs Christ came into the World to fave finners, 
Tim. 1.1§. viz. all thofe fianers (bow vile and grievous foe. 
ver) not only which already do, but alfo which hereafter thall 
beleeve on 1 Tim, 1.16. and that to(brif 
all he Prophets give Witneffe that through bis name, whofoever 
beleeveth inbims, foalrecetve remiffion of fins. Ais 10.43. And 
this is called The Gofpel; Acts 15. 7. Thisis the 
_ Gofpel which Chrift and his Apoltles preached, which we have 

received, aad by which we have been eonverted unto Chrif, 
And wedefireto mind what Paul faith in Galat. 1.9. If any 
man preach any ether Gofpel unto you then that ye have received, - 
let him be anathema. 


9 


Though we cotfelfe that no man doth atteia unto faith by his 


ewa good wil; Joh 1.13. yet we jud 


and know that the 
Spirit of God doth not compel a maa to 


againit his will, 


~ 


bat doth powerfully and (weetly create inamananewheart, 
and fo meke him to beleeve and obey willingly; Ezek, 36. +6, iz 
Pfal. 110. 3. God thus working in us bothto wil and ro do, of 
his good pleafure ; Philip. 2. 13. 


"hough all our workings for life be in vaio, irregulsr, and 
actepted of God, (J efus Chrilt,being our life, who is freely gi- 
vento us of God,) yet we beleeve and know that being made 


of Jefus Chrilt, we do, and thal, and mat 
im, and writhing in him, bring forth the 


it of good works, 4 
God (in ob=dience, and love, and thankfalaets 
him ) in holinefs and rightcoufnefs, bzing bis workman 
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sedin (orif 
tha ms Epht/. 4. 10. 1.74, 75+ 


whcreunto, we are tanght co live foberly, righteoufly, and god 


Though 
© of Aofes, to be commanded thereby, yet Chrift oe 
teacheth and commandeth us to walk in the fame way of righte- 


which be bath before ordained 


fat unto 


9. 


we that beleeve in Chrift, benot under the law, but 
Rom. 6.14. yet we know that we are not Lawlels, 


of lett co live withouc a rule ; not Without law to but under 
law to , Cor.9. 2%. The Gofpel of Jetus, Chrilt iss 


law, or cothmanding raleuntous; whereby, and 


fent world ; Titus 3. 11,12. the dite€tions of 
iahis| vangelical word guiding us unto, and in this fober, ith 


$4, 


we ‘be not now fent to the Law esit ee inthe hand 


onfnefs and holyneis that God by 440/es did command the ‘ifta 
elices to walk in, allthe Commandmentsof the fecond Table 
being ftil delivered untous by Chult, and all the Commandery 


ments of the firlt Table alfo(as touching the life and {pirit af 
them ) in this epitome or Thou foal love the Lordthy 
God with all shine heart, Math. 22. 37» 39:49. 
| 
y reignover them, or in them ; 


thom she iF. and é 
may eke notice of in anether,. 
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Ecclef. 7. 20. -and if we (ay that We have o fin, we deceive ow 
Selves, and the eruth is nat m8, 


_ Thongh there be no condemnation to thena that areia Chrift 
Jefus, yet are they tsught, and that effcually,to be, sfhamed of 


° their fine Rom.6, 2%. and to be forry for them after a godly fort, 
Cor, 7.9,10, rt. yeato loath themfelves forthem ; Ezek,36, 
31. Becanfe that-fia isan evil and filthy thiog, and in its 

sruretendsto the ing and ing ot God, being dif, 


_ Obedience againft God, aad: a thing which the molt holy GOD: 
declares hitnfelf to loath and abhor. ; fo that nothing, but the & 
blood of Chrift could ‘purge us fromour fins, and reconcile usta 
4} God, whom by fia we had offended. Therefore the Saints both @ 
i are, and mult be grieved, and muft judge themfelves, becaufe J 
have finned againft their holy and glorious God, and mercie 


Though nothing be hid from God, and God-imputeth not i 
quity to any beleever, yet ought we to confe{s our fing unto God, Te 
and to befcech him to deal with us according to‘his owa prot 
mife; viz. to'be graciousand merciful unto us though weé 
have finned againit him, not being wroth with us, nor rebuking 
us, Nor ceafing to do good untous becaufe we have firings 
Hebr.8. 42. Dang. 18,19, 20. P/al, 33.5. Pfal.25.7- 
36. 37. [ames §. 15. Thas according to Chi ifts.dite@i- 
ON, We pray unto God :otorgive usour fins ; Luke 3), 4. ye til 
we are to look upon God 3s our Father ; Luke 
tly upoa our fclves a3 his children ; and fo not thort of jultia | 
Hon; or but waflied in Chrifts blood-trom all 
{ach cont and petitions we fiew obedienceto 
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or godly forzow for fin by which we fee 
our partshave deferved wrath, 


Though they which are once really engraffed into Chrift,thal 
certainly be kept by the power of God through faith unto /alvati- 
on; Pet. 1.§. to beWare, leit being led away 
with the error of the Wcked,they fal (rom their own ftedfastnelfe 
2 Pet.3.17. They ought therefore to {eck continual fupporttrom 
Ged. Yeathey ought ro feck at Gods hand (inprayer,and in the 
right ufe and ftudy of his Word, snd in che right ufe of his Ordi. 
nances ) not only continuance, but alfogrowrh in grace; 2 Peg, 
‘He 3.18. Firlt, becaufe this is Gods Command. Secondly, becaufe 
me God who wileftablifh chem, wil do it inthis way; viz: giving 
3 them grace to be obedient to this his Gommand, and biefling 


them in this obedience. 
As we mind that our whole falvation is given unto us of the 


and that for 


= Father by Jefus Chrilt, and for his fake ; fo we likewife mind, 

,thac.the Fathers giving }efus Chrift for us, and tous, end fola- 
ving'us in him, and for his fake, isthe acting and manifc{ting of 
me chatfree love of his cowardsus, which was in himfelf from all 


tos Although atruebeleever, whether baptized, or unbaptized, 
be in theftate of falvation,and fhal certainly be favedsyet in obe«. 
dieace to the Command of Chrsft every beleever ought to des 
fire: Baptifm, and to yeeld himfelf to be baptized according to 
the rule of Chrif in his Word : And where this obedience is in 
faith performed, there makes this his. Ordinance meane 
of unfpeakable benefit to the beleeviog fouls 38 AGS 
; | 22 
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' As the preaching of the Gofpel, both for the convertion of 


5.16. Rew. 6. 3,4 Pet.g. 91. Anda true belecverthac herg 
command ot Chrift lying spon hin, cannot allow 
felf in difobedience thereunto, 24. 16, 
| 1 
Beleevers ed ought to joyn together in 
Gant profeflion of the fame doctrine of the Gofpel, and in pros, 
feffed obedience thereunto, and alfointellowfhip, and m breay 
king'of bresd, and in prayers, 3.42, Aods company of 
baptized beleevers fo agreeing and joyning cogether,area Church 
or Congregation of Chritt, Abbs 


a. 


2 


finners, and the edifying of thofe that are converted; fo alfo the ¥ 
right ufe of Baptifme, and of che Lords Supper, ought to be till 
the end of the world, Adatt.28i89.20. 1 Cor.11.26. 


A difciple gifted aod enabled by the {pirit of Chrifttopreach 
the Gofpel,und {tirred up to this fervice by the fame fpirit 
ing homete bis foule the command of Chrift in his word for 


if min | 9.3 4 
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GOING O tals NOTKE , iS man aut eC ent DY Art 
| = to preach the Gofpel , fee Luke 19.12, &e. Mark, 16.15+ and 
Matt.28.19. compared with 8.4. Philip. 1. 14.3. 
W And thofe gifted difciples which thus preach Jcius Chrift who 
came inthe fle(b , sreto be looked upon ss men fent and given 
of the Lord, Vob.4.2. Bom. 10: 15, rt, And 
from unbeli: fe and talfe- worthip,apd 
tothe will of Chrsf, 


18))) 


in.the ufe of the Supper, ( Afetth 28,19. 
x Cor. 10. 16,) bur may allo call upon the Churches , and ade 
vile chcon to choof: fit men for offic:rs,, and may fetrle {ueb of. 
ficers fo chofen by a Church , in or offices. ta which 
are chafeo,by impofition of hinds and prayer, 


Though a belecwars right to the ule of the Lords Supper doe 
imm-iialy fowtrom Jefus apprehended and received 
by fs.ch; yet to as much agall things ought robe done nat oncly 
but alfo in order; 1 40. and the word holds 
forth ordcr, that difciples fhould be baptized, 
Aits 2.38.-- and then be taughr to obferve alithings (char isto 
fay, allosher things) that Chrift commanded the Apolties , 
Matth.,8.20. 20d aceardingly che Apoltles fist bapsings diteie 
ples, andih.n admited chem ta theule of the Supper; 
“i.42. we therefore doe not admit any tothe ufc of the Supper, - 
no: communicite with any in theufe of this ofdinance, butdif- 
ciplesbaprzed, we have {llowfhip with themin 


_ Although we kaow that in fome things we are yet very.dark, 

and in all things as yet we know but in part , and doe therefore ae 
waite upon God for futtherflighty ye wgbeleevethat weought | 
inour practifetoobey’, and fetve, ind glorifie God in the ufe | 
-of that light which he hath given us; and norhegle& the good 
me © ufing of that light which God hath already givenus , under pre- 
tence of waiting for more, (or. 13.9. 18.35. 
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ist natitral affection, or unfociable ; (fee Rom. 13 31.) fo our bes 
ing made partakersof (rift, doth not difchargeus from ch:dah 
ties of our relations. Beleevingtervants muft perform the dutieg 
_of fervants towards their matters shough anbeleeving ; 1 Tim, 
6.1. Sobeleeving children mult perform the duties of childreg 
towards their parents ; Colof.3.20. beleeving wives, the due 
tics of wivestowards their bu: bands ; 1 Pet. 3.1. and beleeving 
fabjects matt be {ubjec to principalities and powers, and obey 
Magiftrates, Rom. 13.1, &c. Titus 3.1. 1 Pet. 2,13,14,15.Bat 
Ril they muft remember chat their fear toward God mult not be - Me 
“ taught by the precept of men; J/ziah 29.13. that they oughtto [am 
obey God rather then men, 5.29, and that the fubmiffion 


that muilt be giverito men, muft be given to them for the Lord¢ 


‘Thus T conclude with the Apoftles words (in Tie: 
a little varyed, but not mifapplyed; Conjider ioe 


give you under ft anding in all things. 
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mitsed by Ailes Lewis, tid his Wife, aPi ker 
cheir Prentice,dwelling in Batash dh free 


Wusaari Ts Dacu@asn, | 


The manner 6f his ertiell” Tortures a3 


fhewing. he were wi ipswich Rods of Wire, and pac, 
£0, death with red - thelikenever heard 
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